picture of Anglo-Saxon attitudes towards burning problems
of the day. 'Sir Francis Fremantle (Conservative, St. Albans),
referring to the physical condition of the people, said hunger
in some cases was a good thing. Considerable trouble was
caused to-day by over-eating, bad eating or by bad choice of
food/

The , newspapers still gave unquestioning adulation to
British Institutions, but were beginning to pillory and lampoon
snobbery and ignorance when these became too blatant, and
the fact that nearly all newspapers read by the masses carried
these debunking columns and cartoons showed that they were
reflecting a widespread popular feeling of impatience and
cynicism. But where a world war has failed to shake these
things debunking is unlikely quickly to dislodge them. The old
school tie has been jollied to death in England but lives on,
as virile, ignorant and arrogant as ever. The most powerful
trade union in the world is that of the old school tie in
England.

But it was refreshing to be in England. Except in Parliament
and the daily press, which were being progressively muzzled,
there was still much freedom of thought and speech, and that
is a thing beyond price. You have to live in a dictatorship
country to know how your brain shrivels up in course of time
from disuse, from keeping your tongue and your thoughts
constantly in check. When you come to England and go to
lunch with two or three cronies who freely but undogmatically
air their views about this and that, without fear or favour, you
actually begin to feel your grey matter awaking to life from that
long-forgotten stimulant, good conversation.

And I loved the manners of porters, newspaper-men, taxi-
drivers, bus-drivers and conductors, their quiet and unenvious
but emphatic cynicism about the class-ridden world in which
they worked hard for a meagre livelihood. I liked the tranquil,
but succinct remarks about the powers that rule London that
I heard from a bus-conductor who was going to be two hours
late reaching his home and a cold dinner after a long day's
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